Chase County Commissioners Meeting
April 25, 2023

The regular meeting of the Chase County Commissioners was called to order by Chairman Jacci
Brown at 8:00am on April 25, 2023 in the meeting room at the Chase County Courthouse. Also in
attendance were commissioners Duane Dinnel and Kurt Bernhardt, highway superintendent Toney
Krajewski, and county clerk Wendy Moe. The meeting was advertised in the Imperial Republican. An
agenda was kept current and available in the office of the county clerk and was posted to the county
website the day before the meeting. The agenda and open meetings act are posted.

Bart Stromberger was present for open forum to inquire if there were plans to complete the
shouldering on the blacktop going west from Champion. There are currently large dirt clods along the
edge of the road, options to haul in dirt or millings to build up shoulders were discussed as well as what
equipment might be necessary to complete the job. This will be taken care of as soon as possible.

Eric Gonzales and Bob Thomas were both present to discuss the Veteran’s Memorial, specifically
the sprinkler system around it. The memorial wall and statue have sustained damage from the sprinkler
system due to the hard water. Eric and BT presented bills for damages that they would like to have paid
out of the remainder of the original $75,000 pledged for construction of the memorial by the county.
The Veteran’s Memorial Committee is looking into options for a soft water sprinkler system of their own
around the memorial to prevent further damage. Board questioned whether the original funds were
intended to cover ongoing maintenance or not. Board kept a copy of bills for damages. Eric and BT left
the meeting.

At 8:30 discussion of boring for the Roller Compacted Concrete project on Road 734 west of
Champion commenced with Bart and Ryan Stromberger present. Highway Superintendent Toney
Krajewski thinks this is a viable product but unfortunately there are not many finished projects available
for viewing or comparison. Bart questioned if we are at a point to go ahead with the boring to get more
firm numbers in order to establish a cost for the project. Commissioners and Highway Superintendent
agree that the knowledge from boring would be beneficial.

At 9:00 Duane Todd joined the meeting for discussion of the Veteran’s Service provider’s vision
insurance. When VSO’s position was changed to part time, the motion was made to pay an hourly wage
with no benefits other than retirement. Duane’s vision insurance was terminated, it was a payroll deduct
at his expense. He is requesting that he be allowed vision insurance through payroll as it was previously
offered. Jacci Brown moved to have the Veteran’s Service Officer’s vision insurance reinstated. Motion
seconded by Kurt Bernhardt. Duane — yes; Jacci — yes; Kurt — yes. Motion carried.

Bob Mendenhall was present for hospital board appointment. Duane Dinnel moved to reappoint
Bob Mendenhall to the Hospital Board of Trustee’s. Motion seconded by Kurt Bernhardt. Duane — yes;
Jacci — yes; Kurt — yes. Motion carried. Bob accepted the position, thanked the board and said it has been
a pleasure serving for the past twenty plus years and he looks forward to another term.

Discussion returned to 734 road project, Kurt Bernhardt moved to approve boring to be done on
three miles of road 734 from 318 avenue to 321 avenue by Atlas Technical with the County to pay two-
thirds of the cost and Stromberger Farms to pay the remaining one-third of the cost for the boring.
Motion seconded by Jacci Brown. Duane — yes; Jacci — yes; Kurt — yes. Motion carried.

Kurt Bernhardt moved to approve claims as submitted. Motion seconded by Jacci Brown. Duane
— yes; Jacci — yes; Kurt — yes. Motion carried.
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March minutes from the Fairboard and Imperial Community Center were reviewed as well as the
annual Jail Standards Report. Quarterly reports for 2022 Q4 and 2023 Q1 from the Sheriff’s Department
were reviewed.

Ambulance Standby pay was discussed. No action taken. Duane Dinnel moved to table this
matter. Motion seconded by Jacci Brown. Duane — yes; Jacci — yes; Kurt — yes. Motion carried. Agenda
item tabled.

Surplus property forms were submitted by the assessor, Jacci Brown moved to transfer three
filing cabinets from the Assessor’s office to the Sheriff’s Department. Motion seconded by Kurt
Bernhardt. Duane — yes; Jacci — yes; Kurt — yes. Motion carried. Jacci Brown moved to surplus a coffee
maker and that the item to be thrown in the trash. Motion seconded by Duane Dinnel. Duane — yes; Jacci
—yes; Kurt —yes. Motion carried.

Commissioner Dinnel has determined there is scrap metal that needs to be gotten rid of at all
three shops. Duane Dinnel moved to advertise for bids for scrap metal. Motion seconded by Jacci Brown.
Duane — yes; Jacci — yes; Kurt — yes. Motion carried. Duane will help Jeni put together an ad to run for
bids.

Discussion of trees around courthouse as well as flowerbeds around front steps, no action taken
about trees. Commissioner Bernhardt will contact school to see if FFA would be interested in helping
with flowerbeds.



Supplemental Transit Agreement P12187-01 was presented by transit administrator Jeni
Lotspeich, this agreement is for additional matching transit funds. Commissioners want more
information before signing.

Commissioners had discussion of putting policy in place for shared vacation/sick time for
employees. Jacci Brown moved to have the County Attorney draw up a policy for donated vacation/sick
leave time. Motion seconded by Kurt Bernhardt. Duane — no; Jacci — yes; Kurt — yes. Motion carried.

Commissioners want to put a Handbook Committee in place to review and update the county
handbook as needed. Kurt Bernhardt moved that a handbook committee be created to consist of one
commissioner, the sheriff and treasurer or a designee for each. Motion seconded by Jacci Brown. Duane
— yes; Jacci — yes; Kurt — yes. Motion carried.

Assessor Tori Mueller joined the meeting to present the spec sheet to advertise for Mass
Appraisal Service bids. Jacci moved to advertise for bids for Assessor’s Mass Appraisal Service to be
opened on May 23" at 9:00am. Motion seconded by Kurt Bernhardt. Duane — yes; Jacci — yes; Kurt — yes.
Motion carried.

Jacci Brown moved to table the Supplemental Transit Agreement agenda item. Motion seconded
by Duane Dinnel. Duane — yes; Jacci — yes; Kurt — yes. Motion carried. Agenda item tabled.

With no further business to come before the board Chairman Brown adjourned the meeting at
11:20am.
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